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was quiet and mild, she had a certain physical distinction
which would give her a creditable dignity when public
functions demanded her presence, and at home she ought
to prove the perfect and submissive hausfrau, breeding
children and going to church, and leading in her palaces
the respectable life of a bourgeoise: that was what an
Empress ought to be. It was of high importance,
however, that William's grandmother should approve of
his choice, and, before his mother set eyes on the young
lady after her engagement, she was sent for to Windsor
to be inspected. Luckily the Queen was satisfied: she
found her ' gentle and amiable and sweet.' Such
qualities, she too may have reflected, were more suit-
able for the future Empress of Germany than brilliant
gifts and strength of will, and something of the same
sort ran in the Crown Princess's mind when she remem-
bered the early years of her own married life : c It is a
great blessing,' she wrote to the Queen, * that Victoria
is 22 and not 17, for in a place so difficult to get on
in that is a great advantage.' As for William, she wished
he could have seen more of the world before he married.
Yet what was the use of travel to a young man who took
no interest in Art, and did not admire the beauties
of nature, and would not read a guide-book to give
him information?1 These were not just reproaches.
William took a great deal of interest in Art, he had a
prodigious memory for places he visited and he was
passionately fond of travel. But the temptation to make
these little digs at him was irresistible.

The young man came to England for a month in this
autumn of 1880 to stay with his future uncle, Prince
Christian, at Cumberland Lodge, and gave a taste of

1 Letters of Empress Frederick, p. 149.